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Rebecca G. Levin, co-chair of the LGBT Rights Committee, explained that marriage issues tend to arise when
couples are looking to dissolve their relationship. Whitewood allows same-sex couples access to Family Court for
divorce. Now, when facing a divorce, same-sex couples
have the same rights and benefits under Pennsylvania law
as heterosexual couples. There remain tough questions related to how this will play out in the future – for instance,
when a couple has been in a civil union for 20 years but
only “married” for four months – of how to determine the
length and relationship status, Levin said.
Tiffany L. Palmer addressed issues between the parentage and marriage link, in particular in determining the
parents on a birth certificate when one partner in a lesbian
couple gives birth to a child from a sperm donor. According to Palmer, the Pennsylvania Department of Health has
not taken a clear position on this issue, and still provides
standard forms to be filled out at hospitals that do not
anticipate same-sex parents. To protect both parents’
interests, Palmer noted that same-sex parents can now do a
step-parent adoption, instead of a second-parent adoption,
which, in her view, decreases the cost and amount of time
waiting for an adoption.
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